JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org. Stratum VII demonstrates overall urban planning attributed to the time of Abd al-Malik, involving the construction, on both sides of the street, of typical shoplike structures which were apparently used as food stalls and shops. In Strata VI and V the structures were subdivided into smaller units.
The continuation of this street was found in Area C, north of Area B ( fig. 1) . The entire street runs in a straight line from south to north and is at least 65 m long. The evidence of the excavations clearly indicates that the street and its adjacent buildings were part of a market street (surq), which had been in use throughout the entire Early Arab period, from the mid-7th century to the end of the l th century A.D. During this long period the street was repaved a total of eight times (Strata VIII-I, from the bottom), and the buildings on both sides of it were either rebuilt or renovated. The sequence of strata of the street and its adjacent structures, along with the strata prior to and subsequent to its existence, can be seen in section in Area B ( fig. 2 ). This article deals with the complex of street and structures of Strata VII-V, which range in date from the end of the seventh century through the eighth and ninth centuries A.D. oriented north-south, veering slightly at an angle 14? to the west, and a complex of rooms and courtyards on either side of the street (figs. 3, 6). The street, 2.50 m wide, has a paving of plaster and stones. It is bordered on both sides by a raised margin of small-stone paving and low supporting walls which also function as curbstones. East of the street, sections of a supporting wall were discovered; and further north, a plaster-lined cistern built in line with the street was exposed. The entirely preserved cistern (0.95 x 2.10 m, height 1.60 m) has an opening in its vaulted roof for drawing water. No structural remains of any kind were exposed in the remaining area east of the street, as this area was badly damaged in its northern part by later building, while its southern part has not been excavated in this stratum.
STRATUM VII
West of the street the picture is clearer. Here a series of rectangular piers (0.35 x 1.10m each) were erected, perpendicular to the street and at more or less regular intervals along it, the spaces between the piers forming open bays, measuring from 2.10 to 2.40 m across. We can be certain that four of the piers belong to the present stratum, while another four could be reconstructed on the basis of the wall layout. From the piers ran the walls of buildings that extended westward. Some of these walls are preserved, and some could be retraced on the basis of their robber trenches, or could be logically inferred from the plans of complete buildings. The walls in the north of the area were built on earlier foundations, which did not strictly correspond to the layout of the walls in Stratum VII. This led to slight deviations in their alignments in relation to the street and the piers. However, all the walls in the south of the area were built in this stratum, and therefore correspond strictly to the alignments of the street.
The ground of Area B originally sloped down in a northwest-southeast direction, which caused some of the walls to be built as supporting walls in stepped levels. These walls are generally more solid than the other walls.
The area west of the street offers a combination of rooms and courtyards. At the north can be traced a large room with a small room at its back, while south of these is a complex consisting of a paved open area with ovens-probably a courtyard-from which one enters, westward, into a well-built inner room. All the central area is taken by a spacious courtyard paved with plaster and stones and flanked by rooms and installations. A series of rooms, at the southern limit of the excavated area, had existed there since the time of this stratum.
From the street the rooms and courtyards were entered by way of small entrance bays formed by sets of two piers. As with the later strata, it seems that the doors of the rooms were located on the west (i.e., inner) side of the piers. The thresholds of the doors had been removed by robbers, as indicated by the robber trench plainly visible in the sections of the excavation.
The finds from the rooms in this stratum include ribbed pottery vessels, continuing the Byzantine tradition of this ware; alongside these were brown glazed pottery and 
STRATUM VI
The transition from Stratum VII to Stratum VI occurred sometime during the middle of the eighth century. The overall layout and planning of the street and its adjacent buildings continues also in Stratum VI ( fig. 4) , except for minor structural alterations and raised floor levels; there is no indication of any destruction. The street kept its direction and also its system of paving, but lacked the raised margins. On its east side was a complex of piers, supporting walls, and entrance bays, similar to the one on the west side. Three piers and the base of the entrance threshold were preserved, while two other piers and the walls of rooms extending eastward from them could be reconstructed on the basis of the layout disclosed on the opposite side. The water cistern continued also in this stratum, but went out of use during its time 
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span. A rich assemblage of pottery was recovered from the cistern, which forms an important basis for dating this stratum. In the area west of the street, minor changes were made to the complex of piers and rooms. The large room in its north section was partitioned into two long narrow rooms; the central courtyard was extended and parts of its margins were probably provided with a roof supported by walls and pillars. Beyond the courtyard, to the west, a solid structure had been built, most of which extended beyond the area of excavation. A narrow vault at the northern limit of this structure seems to have been an underpinning for a staircase. This, along with the thickness of the walls, would indicate that the building originally rose to two stories. A passage led to the building from the courtyard, in a southwesterly direction.
The end of Stratum VI is indicated by destruction evidence consisting of fallen walls and ashes, visible in both the street and some of the rooms. 
STRATUM V
The street and the rooms bordering it, with certain modifications, continued in use through the period of this stratum ( fig. 5 ). Since the building assemblages in this stratum are better preserved than those of the previous strata, they are presented here in greater detail; the locus number of each unit is included (fig. 7) . The street was repaved with a layer of plaster spread over the fallen stones of the destruction of Stratum VI; it was lined on both sides with two rows of curbstones and supporting walls built between it and the rooms. The street varies in width from 1.90 m (northern part) to 2.50 m (southern part) and slopes down in a north-south direction in a fairly uniform gradient (0.70 per 20 m). Due to the destruction of Stratum VI, thick layers of fallen debris accumulated in the street, which resulted in differences of levels between it and the buildings to its west. Although the street is fairly narrow, it probably was not covered by a roof, since the piers at it sides are aligned at right angles and therefore could not have been designed to support a streetcovering roof.
To the east of the street is a complex similar to the one to its west. It includes entrance bays between sets of piers, the thresholds and jambstones of the doors between the bays and the rooms; and narrow, fairly uniform-shaped rooms extending eastward. The northern part of this area was badly damaged by robbers stealing the stones of the walls.
West of the street, earlier structures continued in use but were divided into smaller units. The northern complex consists of two units of similar plan, one at the north of the complex, one at the south: each unit has a small entrance room (Room 248, north; Room 274, south) and a larger and wider back room (Room 548, north; Room 557, south) ( fig. 8) . The space at the side of the entrance room is taken by a narrow room opening only onto the street (Room 534, north; Room 237, south).
The two rooms built in the northern part of the central courtyard (611) reduced its size. Room 612 gave access only onto the street; however, Room 503 had access both to the courtyard and, by way of a door built during this stratum, also to the large structure west of the courtyard. The southern part of the courtyard was probably covered by a roof, as attested by the three piers unearthed there. The passageway, leading southwest from the courtyard, is preserved. Except for the laying of new floors, the southern complex of rooms remained unchanged. One of its rooms (247) is long and narrow, and its entrance is set further back. The three rooms south of it have only been partially exposed.
The method of building in Stratum V is similar to that of the earlier strata, but less solid. The walls are generally built of sandstone (kurkar). They are usually fairly narrow (0.35-0.40 m) and constructed of roughly dressed kurkar stones, with consolidating cement. In a few cases, a bedding of beach sand (zifzif) underlying the walls could be seen. This bedding had a dual purpose: to dampen and absorb shock from earthquakes; and to allow for efficient drainage of rainwater, to guard against undermining of the walls. The walls are coated with well-applied gray or white plaster, which sometimes is scored on its surface. The tops of the walls were leveled and plastered, to provide the 1973: 96, 167; Sims 1978: 100). The nature of the finds from the excavations of the market street at Arsuf, especially from Stratum V, permits one to assume that within this street also a specific branch of the city's economic activity was concentrated.
Since no metal work tools of any description were found in the rooms on either side of the street one can rule out such professions and crafts as iron smithing, wood working, leather working, and shoemaking, which cannot be carried on without such tools.5 The absence of large furnaces indicates that crafts like pottery making and glassmaking were not represented in the street; moreover these smoke-producing crafts were generally carried on outside the city. There is the possibility that the rooms were occupied by craftsmen working with perishable materials, such as mat makers, basket makers, or perhaps weavers, though all these use metal implements such as knives, needles, etc. However, the fact that cooking stoves were found in several of the rooms, combined with the numerous animal bones found in almost all of the rooms, as well as in the courtyard and in the street, supports the view that in this street were concentrated food stalls and eating places. 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
During the Early Arab period Apollonia-Arsuf served as urban center and the only port ( fig. 11) for a large hinterland on the southern Sharon and beyond, for which it provided services in agricultural processing, commerce, and industry. A city of this type naturally had a system of markets in which most of its economic and social life was carried on.6 The street exposed in the excavations evidently formed part of such a system of urban markets, being primarily devoted to stalls for the preparation and sale of food. The street, as a uniformly planned unit, began in Stratum VII, 
